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evagrius of pontus c 345 399 was one of the most prominent figures among the

monks of the desert settlements of nitria sketis and kellia in lower egypt through the

course of his ascetic writings he formulated a systematic presentation of the teaching

of the semi eremitic monks of these settlements the works of evagrius had a profound

influence on eastern orthodox monastic teaching and passed to the west through the

writings of john cassian c 365 435 this is the first complete english translation of

evagrius greek ascetic writings based on modern critical editions where available and

where they are not on collations of the principal manuscripts two appendices provide

variant readings for the greek texts and the complete text of the long recension of

eulogios the translations are accompanied by a commentary to guide the reader

through the intricacies of evagrian thought by offering explanatory comments and

references to other evagrian texts and relevant scholarly literature finally detailed

indexes are provided to allow the reader to identify and study the numerous themes of

evagrian teaching

evagrius of pontus c 345 399 was a major figure among the monks of the lower

egyptian desert his works had a profound influence on eastern orthodox monastic

teaching this translation is based largely on modern critical editions and has a

wealth of supporting features

even in the twenty first century critical and creative engagement with modern and

postmodern philosophy is a rarity in orthodox circles the collection of essays

presented here by christoph schneider makes a significant contribution to overcoming this

deficit eight scholars from six different countries working on the intersection between

orthodox thought and philosophy present their research in short and accessible form

the topics covered range from political philosophy to phenomenology metaphysics

philosophy of self logic ethics and philosophy of language the authors do not all

promote one particular approach to the relationship between orthodox theology and
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philosophy nevertheless taken together their work demonstrates that orthodox

scholarship is not confined to historical research about the byzantine era but can

contribute to and enrich contemporary intellectual debates

in the blue sapphire of the mind douglas e

we all feel emotions and are moved to action by them religious communities often

select and foster certain emotions over others without understanding this it is hard

to grasp the way groups view the world and each other often it is the underlying

emotional pattern of a group rather than its doctrines that either divides it from or

attracts it to others these issues so important in today s world are explored in

this book in a genuinely interdisciplinary way by anthropologists psychologists

theologians and historians of religion and in some detailed studies of well and less

well known religious traditions from across the world

many are familiar with the orthodox jesus prayer but there is much more to discover

about its tradition of contemplation as a grounding both for the interior spiritual

life and for compassionate action in the world the author an anglican franciscan

friar and theologian reflects on the wealth of orthodox spirituality through the

teachings of its key figures and texts evagrius of pontus 345 399 one of the first

orthodox theologians and desert father john of sinai c 579 649 abbot and writer of

the highly influential the ladder of divine ascent isaac of syria 7th century a much

loved hermit maximos the confessor 580 662 a philosopher theologian martyr and

teacher symeon the new theologian 949 1022 a monastic reformer with deep mystical

experiences of god s radiant light gregory palamas 1296 1359 a theologian monk and

teacher of practice of silent prayer the aim is to enable readers to gain a sense of

connection with the saints of eastern christianity as spiritual guides for today

the primary aim of this book is to reconsider the meaning of darkness within mystical
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and contemplative thought and practice especially as the ground and source of love

the book examines how a sustained critical attention to apophatic spiritual traditions

can help us respond to the gaps silences and empty places that have become such a

prominent feature of contemporary experience contemplative practice rooted in

unknowing reflects a deep respect for the unsayable but also comes to expression in a

rich and varied poetry of darkness that limns loss and absence with great delicacy

grace and courage this book considers how critical retrieval of this poetry especially

that arising from ancient christian traditions of the via negativa can help us engage

and respond to our own experiences of loss and absence it argues that our experience

of contemplative spiritual practice can be revitalized by attending more carefully to

the darkness that so often surrounds and courses through it not only as part of

personal practice but also as part of the shared work of recovering and deepening

what the christian mystical tradition often refers to simply as the common life or

what the thirteenth century flemish mystic hadewijch of antwerp calls the

insurmountable darkness of love

dieser band wirft ein neues licht auf byzanz als geographischen aber vor allem als

kulturellen knotenpunkt denn wie kaum eine andere region ist byzantium über gut ein

jahrtausend durch seine ebenso zentrale wie fragile geographische lage aber auch durch

sein prestige wichtig für die begegnung von kulturen personen und institutionen rund um

das mittelmeer hierbei stellt sich aus byzantinischer perspektive die antike und

mittelalterliche welt als ein in wesentlichen zügen kontinuierlicher kulturraum dar der

bis an die schwelle der neuzeit reicht und sich vor allem durch seine große rezeptivität

auszeichnet thematisiert werden daher vor allem die wechselseitigkeit kultureller und

epistemischer rezeptions und transformationsprozesse und ihre jeweiligen wissensformen

diese wissensformen beziehen sich auf die ordnungsstrukturen die der erkenntnis und den

wissenschaften der sprache und medialen repräsentation sowie den institutionellen und

soziologischen bedingungen zugrundeliegen sowie auf die diesen korrespondierenden
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gegenstände des wissens in diesem austausch begegnet byzanz auch den transformierten

spuren welche die griechische kultur zuvor bei ihren eifrigen nachahmern hinterlassen hat

this volume makes available in english for the first time all the writings by theodore

the studite 759 826 on the subject of iconoclasm

the aramaic speaking christian community of late antique and early islamic period

mesopotamia developed a school culture that persisted for several centuries not

unlike the rabbinic academies the east syrian schools were innovative as centres of

learning where study was formally institutionalized in contrast to the informal study

circles of the past this school culture played an important role in the early

translation of greek philosophical texts into arabic in the abbasid period the most

influential and prominent of these schools was the school of nisibis and this volume

provides an annotated translation of the major sources for the school a polemical

document composed by simeon of bet arsham a theological enemy of the school

describes the foundation of the school as a significant step in the supposed spread of

nestorianism throughout the sasanian empire the more extensive east syrian cause of

the foundation of the schools offers a history of learning from god s creation of

the world to the time of the text s composition at the school of nisibis in the late

sixth century ce recasting patriarchal israelite pagan and christian history as a long

series of schools the last two chapters of the ecclesiastical history describe the

lives of the two most important head exegetes at the school these sources have

never been translated into english and this is the first time that any of them has

received close historical linguistic and thematic analysis

in these conferences dating to 1961 thomas merton provides for his audience of young

monks an overview of major themes and figures in the christian mystical tradition as

an integral part of their religious inheritance and a crucial part of their spiritual

formation from fathers of the church such as st athanasius and st gregory of nyssa
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through such important medieval theologians as st bonaventure hadewijch and meister

eckhart to the great spanish carmelites st teresa of avila and st john of the cross

merton traces such key topics as the integration of theology and spirituality the

importance of natural contemplation recognizing the divine presence in creation the

centrality of apophatic or dark contemplation and the role of spiritual direction in

forming mature and balanced contemplatives

with a combination of essay length and short entries written by a team of leading

religious experts the two volume encyclopedia of eastern orthodoxy offers the most

comprehensive guide to the cultural and intellectual world of eastern orthodox

christianity available in english today from publisher description

on the life and achievements of fracis acharya 1912 2002 cistercian monk and the

founder of kristiya sanyasa samaj kurisumala ashram
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