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in works of western literature ranging from homer s odyssey to albee s who s
afraid of virginia woolf the giving and taking of hospitality is sometimes
pleasurable but more often perilous heffernan traces this leitmotiv through the
history of our greatest writings including christ s last supper macbeth s murder of
his royal guest and camus s short story on french colonialism in arab algeria by
means of such examples and many more this book considers what literary hosts
hostesses and guests do to as well as for each other in doing so it shows how

often treachery rends the fabric of trust that hospitality weaves

from ancient greece through the present day women writers have confronted the
male urge to make war by imagining communities in which intuitive bonding
among individuals questions and replaces masculinist values of aggression and
competition women s vision in western literature traces the gender gap in
literature from 600 b c to the present day through an examination of seven
extraordinary women writers from sappho to christa wolf combining close
readings with a comprehensive overview of the careers of these women porter
shows how the threat the experience and the aftermath of war incites them to
imagine tolerant empathic communities this careful consideration of these seven
great writers brings to light an underappreciated aspect of western women s
writing starting with sappho porter illustrates this ancient poet s ability to rewrite
the homeric war rhetoric to reflect a non possessive love experience marie de
france arranges traditional animal fables to imply an open ended situation ethics
according to the author and madame de stael in a europe torn by napoleonic
conquests advocates cross cultural unions among countries in the works of mary
shelley we see the warnings of the dangers of vainglorious soulless technology
and virginia woolf depicts intuitive bonding beyond gender stereotypes amid the

ruins of war and crumbling empire he shows how marguerite yourcenar dreams of
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a new era of world peace after hitler s defeat and how christa wolf tries to cope
with her country s nazi past even as she reaffirms european identity threatened

by annihilations in nuclear conflict

world literature is an increasingly influential subject in literary studies which has
led to the re framing of contemporary ideas of national literatures language and
translation world literature a reader brings together thirty essential readings which
display the theoretical foundations of the subject as well as showing its
conceptual development over a two hundred year period the book features an
illuminating introduction to the subject with suggested reading paths to help
readers navigate through the materials texts exploring key themes such as
globalization cosmopolitanism post trans nationalism and translation and
nationalism writings by major figures including j w goethe karl marx friedrich
engels longxi zhao david damrosch gayatri chakravorty spivak pascale casanova
and milan kundera the early explorations of the meaning of weltliteratur are
introduced while twenty first century interpretations by leading scholars today
show the latest critical developments in the field the editors offer readers the
ideal introduction to the theories and debates surrounding the impact of this

crucial area on the modern literary landscape

the western american landscape has always had great significance in american
thinking requiring an unlikely union between frontier mythology and the reality of a
fragile western environment additionally it has borne the burden of being a
gendered space seen by some as the traditional virgin land of the explorers and
pioneers subject to masculine desires and by others as a masculine space in
which the feminine is neither desired nor appreciated both wallace stegner and
cormac mccarthy focus on this landscape and environment its spiritual narrative
symbolic imaginative and ideological force is central to their work in this study
mcgilchrist shows how their various treatments of these issues relate to the social
climates pre and post vietham era in which they were written and how despite
historical discontinuities both stegner and mccarthy reveal a similar unease about
the effects of the myth of the frontier on american thought and life the gendering

of the landscape is revealed as indicative of the attempts to deny the failure of
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the myth and to force the often numinous western landscape into parameters
which will never contain it stegner s pre vietnam sensibility allows the natural
world to emerge tentatively triumphant from the ruins of frontier mythology
whereas mccarthy s conclusions suggest a darker future for the west in particular
and america in general however mcgilchrist suggests that the conclusion of
mccarthy s border trilogy upon which her arguments regarding mccarthy are
largely based offers a gleam of hope in its final conclusion of acceptance of the

feminine

this book examines the chinese fictions xiaoshuo published between 1898 and
1927 three pivotal decades during which china underwent significant social
changes it applies narratology and sociology of the novel methods to analyze
both the texts themselves and the social cultural factors that triggered the
transformation of the narrative mode in chinese fiction based on empirical data
the author argues that this transformation was not only inspired by translated
western fiction but was also the result of a creative transformation in tradition

chinese literature

memoirs of diasporic iranian american authors are a unique and culturally
powerful way in which iran its politics and people are understood in the usa and
the rest of the world this book offers an analysis of the processes of production
promotion and reception of the representations of post revolutionary iran the book
provides new perspectives on some of the most famous examples of the genre
such as betty mahmoody s not without my daughter azar nafisi s reading lolita in
tehran a memoir in books and fatemeh keshavarz s jasmine and stars reading
more than lolita in tehran hossein nazari places these texts in their social historical
and political contexts tracing their origins within the trope of the american
captivity narrative teasing out and critiquing neo orientalist tendencies within and
finally focusing on modes of discursive resistance to neo orientalist narratives the
book analyzes the structural means by which stereotypes about islam and women
in the islamic republic in these narratives are privileged by news media and the
creative industries while also charting a growing number of counterhegemonic

memoirs which challenge these narratives by representing more nuanced accounts
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of life in iran after 1979
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