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this volume explores how the idea of civil society has been translated in different cultural contexts and examines its
impact on politics worldwide comparing and contrasting civil society in latin america and eastern europe western
europe and the united states africa and south asia and the middle east the contributors show that there are multiple
interpretations of the concept that depend more on the particular political configuration in different parts of the
world than on cultural predilections they also demonstrate that the power of civil society depends less on abstract
definitions and more on the extent to which it is grounded in the context of actual experiences from around the world
this book includes some of the biggest names in the area such as mary kaldor ronnie lipschutz and helmut anheier

recently the topic of civil society has generated a wave of interest and a wealth of new information until now no
publication has attempted to organize and consolidate this knowledge the international encyclopedia of civil society
fills this gap establishing a common set of understandings and terminology and an analytical starting point for future
research global in scope and authoritative in content the encyclopedia offers succinct summaries of core concepts
and theories definitions of terms biographical entries on important figures and organizational profiles in addition it
serves as a reliable and up to date guide to additional sources of information in sum the encyclopedia provides an
overview of the contours of civil society social capital philanthropy and nonprofits across cultures and historical
periods for researchers in nonprofit and civil society studies political science economics management and social
enterprise this is the most systematic appraisal of a rapidly growing field

a civil society anthology for experts and students alike

civil society is one of the most used and abused concepts in current political thinking in this important collection of
essays the concept is subjected to rigorous analysis by an international team of contributors all of whom seek to
encourage the historical and comparative understanding of political thought the volume is divided into two parts the
first section analyses the meaning of civil society in different theoretical traditions of western philosophy in the second
section contributors consider the theoretical and practical contexts in which the notion of civil society has been
invoked in asia africa and latin america these essays demonstrate how an influential western idea like civil society is
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itself altered and innovatively modified by the specific contexts of intellectual and practical life in the societies of the
south

due to the rapid growth and the violent destruction of the institutions of civil society berlin re emerged with renewed
vitality this volume presents a sample of essays on contemporary civil societies their structural problems and their
uncertain future written by scholars with a close long standing relationship with the city

as the countries of east central europe struggle to create liberal democracy and the united states and other western
nations attempt to rediscover their own tarnished civil institutions adam seligman identifies the neglect of the idea of
civil society as a central concern common to both cultures today two centuries after its origins in the enlightenment
the idea of civil society is being revived to provide an answer to the question of how individuals can pursue their own
interests while preserving the greater good of society and similarly how society can advance the interests of the
individuals who comprise it however as seligman shows the erosion of the very moral beliefs and philosophical
assumptions upon which the idea of civil society was founded makes its revival much more difficult than is generally
recognized as the countries of east central europe struggle to create liberal democracy and the united states and
other western nations attempt to rediscover their own tarnished civil institutions adam seligman identifies the
neglect of the idea of civil society as a central concern common to both cultures today two centuries after its origins in
the enlightenment the idea of civil society is being revived to provide an answer to the question of how individuals
can pursue their own interests while preserving the greater good of society and similarly how society can advance the
interests of the individuals who comprise it however as seligman shows the erosion of the very moral beliefs and
philosophical assumptions upon which the idea of civil society was founded makes its revival much more difficult than
is generally recognized

2011 shook the world politically the occupy movement los indignados and the greek aganaktismenoi outraged reacted
to zombie capitalism in the west while the arab spring challenged political tyrannies in the maghreb mashreq region
democracy became the meta question of the moment new communicative technologies unleashed a tidal wave of
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civic protest that spread across the globe bringing new political actors on to the street but what does this protest
movement mean are we on the threshold of a transformation in global political consciousness is civil society the
necessary counter power that is democratising democracy from within or are we living through an apocalyptic
terminal phase of civilisation in the second revised edition of this indispensable book the author looks behind the
mirror of power and differentiates the real from the fake in policy and politics it offers an original and compelling
history of the present and will have wide appeal to a broad cross disciplinary audience

using case studies from sub saharan africa east asia latin america and the middle east and including such critical
countries as south africa south korea taiwan indonesia brazil mexico and egypt civil society focuses on the processes
and politics of dismantling corporate state directed economies and political systems in the third world in order to
move toward civil societies of free associability and democracy and the limits and pitfalls in this approach

this thought provoking book conceptualizes the importance of civil society and citizenship in building a sustainable
and participatory democracy it considers the ways in which networks and organizations promoting common interests
contribute to this mediating space between the public and private spheres examining the impacts of the diversity of
values and attitudes held by these organizations taking a normative position thomas p boje argues for the importance
of social justice and civility in an active liberating equitable and participatory society this book concludes with a
detailed discussion of the conditions required for a participatory democratic system in which all citizens are involved
in the planning decision making and implementation of crucial decisions

comprises 26 essays dealing with civil society and social justice in the context of the internationalization of economies
and politics considers civil society a key to democratic stability and a counterweight to totalitarianism and
authoritarian government questions the role of the nation state and looks at the possibility of a renewal of democratic
socialism

civil society and government brings together an unprecedented array of political ethical and religious perspectives to
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shed light on the complex and much debated relationship between civil society and the state some argue that civil
society is a bulwark against government others see it as an indispensable support for government civil society has
been portrayed both as a independent of the state and as dependent upon it this book reveals the extraordinary
diversity of views on the subject by examining how civil society has been treated in classical liberalism liberal
egalitarianism critical theory feminism natural law christianity judaism islam and confucianism the volume draws on
the work of eminent scholars to address six questions in terms of function and consequences does it matter where
the line is drawn between civil society and the state what is the relationship of civil society to the state in what
contexts and under what conditions should government interact with individuals directly or instead indirectly
through communal associations what are the prerogatives and duties of citizenship and what is the role of civil society
in forming good citizens how should a society handle the conflicts that sometimes arise between the demands of
citizenship and those of membership in the non governmental associations of civil society a theoretical introduction
by the editors political theorist nancy rosenblum and legal scholar robert post and a conclusion by religious ethicist
richard miller tie the book together in addition to rosenblum the contributors are kenneth baynes david biale john
coleman farhad kazemi john kelsay william galston will kymlicka tom palmer fred miller susan moller okin peter nosco
henry rosemont steven scalet david schmidtz william sullivan max stackhouse stephen white and noam zohar

in this first serious work on the theory of civil society to appear in many years jean cohen and andrew arato contend
that the concept of civil society articulates a contested terrain in the west that could become the primary locus for the
expansion of democracy and rights in this major contribution to contemporary political theory jean cohen and andrew
arato argue that the concept of civil society articulates a contested terrain in the west that could become a primary
locus for the expansion of democracy and rights

interest in the concept of civil society has undergone a remarkable renaissance in the 1990s it is currrently seen as a
potential tool to overcome some of the main theoretical and political stalemates but what exactly does the concept of
civil
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by demonstrating that western conceptions of civil society have provided the framework for interpreting societies in
the global south decolonizing civil society in mozambique argues that it is only through a critical deconstruction of
these concepts that we can start to re balance global power relationships both in academic discourse and in
development practices examining the exclusionary discourses framing the support for western type ngos in the
development discourse often to the exclusion of local social actors this book dissects mainstream contemporary ideas
about civil society and finds a new means by which to identify local forms of social action often based in traditional
structures and spiritual discourses outlining new conceptual ideas for an alternative framing of mozambique s civil
society kleibl proposes a series of fresh theoretical issues and questions alongside empirical research moving towards
a series of new policy and practice arguments for rethinking and decolonizing civil society in the global south

a comprehensive discussion and analysis of two and a half millennia of western political theory in the absence of noble
public goals admired leaders and compelling issues many warn of a dangerous erosion of civil society which includes
families religious organizations and all other ngos are they right what are the roots and implications of their insistent
alarm how can public life be enriched in a period marked by fraying communities widespread apathy and
unprecedented levels of contempt for politics how should we be thinking about civil society in civil society the critical
history of an idea john ehrenberg analyzes both the usefulness and the limitations of civil society and maps the
political and theoretical evolution of the concept and its employment in academic and public discourse from aristotle
and the enlightenment philosophers to black lives matter and the occupy movement ehrenberg provides an
indispensable analysis of the possibilities of what this increasingly important idea can and cannot offer to
contemporary political affairs in this new second edition ehrenberg brings the historical overview up to present day
specifically considering how major events such as 9 11 the global financial crisis economic inequality and rapidly
advancing technologies alter and shape our relationship to contemporary civil society civic engagement political
participation and volunteerism in contemporary life has faded he argues and in order to bring civil society and all its
virtues back to the fore we need to counter the suffocating inequality that has taken hold in recent years thorough
and accessible civil society gives a sweeping overview of a foundational part of political life
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unlike other books on civil society in russia which argue that russia s civil society is relatively weak and that
democratisation in russia went into reverse following vladimir putin s coming to power this book contends that civil
society in russia is developing in a distinctive way it shows that government and elite led drives to encourage civil
society have indeed been limited and that the impact of external promotion of civil society has also not been very
successful it demonstrates however that independent domestic grassroots movements are beginning to flourish
despite difficulties and adverse circumstances and that this development fits well into the changing nature of
contemporary russian society

presents a collection of comparative studies of civil society around two main issues the comparison and analysis of
civil society regimes in relation to different constructions of citizenship and welfare states and the role of civil society
in governance and active participation of citizens

examines the concept of civil society the role attributed to civil society in different countries at different times and
historic situations the reasons for its surfacing and its multiple forms in political discourse

broadly speaking the oxford handbook of civil society views the topic of civil society through three prisms as a part of
society voluntary associations as a kind of society marked out by certain social norms and as a space for citizen action
and engagement the public square or sphere it does not focus solely on the west a failing of much of the literature to
date but looks at civil society in both the developed and developing worlds throughout it merges theory practice and
empirical research in sum the handbook will be the definitive work on the topic

the regulation of civil society provides the framework under which those organisations can most effectively provide
services in education health social services housing development aid and so on civil society in europe identifies
common principles of civil society law in two ways first the approaches of the council of europe and the european
union are explored next civil society regulation in twelve domestic legal systems are investigated on a broad range of
substantive areas of law including internal organisation registration external supervision public benefit organisations
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and international activities from these the authors distill a set of minimum norms and optimal conditions under which
civil society can deliver its aims most effectively this book is essential reading for policymakers and legislators across

europe and beyond
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