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this encyclopedia covers the entirety of the celtic world both through time and
across geography although emphasizing the areas where celtic languages
and traditions survive into the present the work does not slight the reaches of
the celtic empire which was the largest language and cultural group on earth
prior to the rise of rome in some 1 500 articles many representing original
research by the finest celtic scholars the work covers the celts from prehistory
to the present giving comprehensive treatment to all topics from myth to
music religion to rulers literature to longuage government to gomes and all
topics in between

they may be coated in layers of myth and pious anecdote but dig deep
enough and the pioneering leaders of celtic christianity are revealed as
reassuringly human individuals responding to their faith by deliberately living
on the edges of society from the goddess nun brigid and absent minded
cainnech to severe ascetics such as columbanus and baldred together they
demonstrate a close connection with the natural world an astonishing self
discipline and above all a rigorous commitment to what it meant to be
pilgrims for christ establishing a network of influential monastic communities
they travelled from the territories of the atlantic seaboard ireland wales and
cornwall across scotland the north of englond and deep into continental
europe transforming the religious experience of all they encountered
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saints cults flourished in the medieval world and the phenomenon is examined
here in a series of studies the way in which saints cults operated across and
beyond political ethnic and linguistic boundaries in the medieval british isles
and ireland from the sixth to the sixteenth centuries is the subject of this book
in a series of case studies the contributions highlight the factors that allowed
particular cults to prosper in or that made them relevant to a variety of
cultural contexts the collection has a particular emphasis on northern britain
andthe role of devotional interests in connecting or shaping a number of
polities and cultural identities pictish scottish northumbriaon irish welsh and
english in a world of fluid political and territorial boundaries althoughthe bulk
of the studies are concerned with the significance of cults in the insular
context many of the articles also touch on the development of pan european
devotions such as the cults of st brendan the three kings or st george
contributors james e fraser thomas owen clancy fiona edmonds john reuben
davies karen jankulak sally crumplin joanna huntington steve boardman eila
williamson jonathan wooding

long before common usage of the modern cross in fact even before the
christion era celts were using the world axis to symbolize the link between
heaven and earth bryce s fascinating history of the development of the cross
is complemented by line illustrations of rare ornamental celtic crosses from
such places as brittany wales scotland the isle of man cumbria irelond and
cornwall

first published in 1926 this book remains the best and most comprehensive
guide to the celtic place names of scotland and is essential reading for
anyone interested in scottish history and the derivations of place names the
length and breadth of the country it is divided into sections dealing with early
names territorial divisions general surveys of areas and also looks at saints
church terms and river names as the standard reference work on the subject
it has never been surpassed this edition contains a new introduction which
includes biographical material about the author together with corrigenda and
addenda

a guide to the basic symbolism of the celtic cross featuring rare illustrations
did you know that the basic symbolism of the cross is that of the world axis or
the link between heaven and earth or that the main feature of the ornamented
celtic cross the wheel cross is not derived from the crucifixion but from a more
ancient symbol the chi rho monograom which is the name of christ in the greek
alphabet in symbolism of the celtic cross derek bryce traces the pagan
christian link of the essential symbolism of the axis mundi from standing
stones and market crosses at crossroads and not always crosses in form to
the inscribed slabs and freestanding crosses of the celtic christian era he
includes rare illustrations of ornamental celtic crosses from such places as
brittany wales scotland the isle of man cumbria irelond and cornwall bryce
explores esoteric aspects of the symbolism alchemy and the wisdom of hermes

the current fascination with celtic christianity is the latest manifestation of a
lingering love affair stretching back over the last 1300 years this book explores
how the native christion communities of the british isles from the fifth to the
tenth centuries have been idealised and appropriated by succeeding
generations who have projected their own preconceptions and prejudices on
to a perceived golden age of celtic christianity it provides a fascinating study
of the making of myths and the chasing of dreams key features first ever
comprehensive and chronological survey of the development of the concept
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of celtic christianity important new insights into the religious cultural and
intellectual history of ireland scotloand wales and england rich collection of
sources with illustrations throughout the text

includes list of members

writing well over a thousand years ago the celtic saints and their followers who
penned them reflected not just the cares and concerns of their own times but
also gave voice to the universal human experience the hopes fears joys and
anxieties that are as much part of modern existence as they were in the dark
ages meditations on birth death and everything else that comes in between as
well as comments on the rhythms of everyday life are mixed with musings on
the natural world the divine and of course the eternal questions that everyone
asks
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